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1. Purpose: The following procedure must be followed if air embolus is seen after IV contrast injection.
2. Scope: All CT staff technologist

3. Responsibility: Preceptor place a check mark in the blank indicating skill mastery.

4. Procedure:
A venous air embolism can be a serious complication of IV contrast power injection. If air embolism is
suspected steps should be taken quickly to manage the situation.
Met  Not Met

Disconnect the power injector tubing from the patient’s IV.

Place patient in left lateral decubitus position

Place patient in Trendelenburg position

Notify radiologist covering the service.

Utilize the “START” and “CODE” Teams when appropriate

In case of arterial air embolism, patients should be kept in the flat supine position as the head-down
position may worsen cerebral edema.

Ref: https://www.nchi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5126790/

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5126790/
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